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         Everything you ever wanted to know about …

  Canine Cough

What IS Canine Cough?
Infectious tracheobronchitis is a highly contagious upper-respiratory disease, which is spread by an air-borne virus.  The incubation period of the disease is roughly 3 to 7 days. It sounds as if the dog needs to "clear its throat" and the cough will be triggered by any PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Even a chance encounter with a carrier of Kennel Cough can transmit the disease."extra activity or exercise, and is sometimes accompanied by sneezing and nasal discharge.  Many dogs that acquire Kennel Cough will cough every few minutes, all day long. Their general state of health and alertness will be unaffected, they usually have no rise in temperature, and do not lose their appetite. The signs of Canine Cough usually will last from 7 to 21 days and can be very annoying for the dog and the dog's owners. Although this coughing is very annoying, it does not usually develop into anything more serious.  Life threatening cases of Kennel Cough are extremely rare and a vast majority of dogs that acquire the infection will recover on their own with no medication.   Cough suppressants and occasionally antibiotics are the usual treatment selections.  However, just as with the common cold, it can lower the dog's resistance to other disease making him susceptible to secondary infections, so he must be observed closely to avoid complications.

How is it cured?

Just as in the case of the common cold, tracheobronchitis is not "cured" but must run its course.  Many times antibiotics will be prescribed to prevent secondary infection, and sometimes cough suppressants will be prescribed to reduce excessive coughing, but these medications do not attack the disease itself.  

Are these viruses a constant problem?

NO.  Tracheobronchitis, like the flu, is often seasonal.  It also tends to be epidemic.  When veterinarians begin to see cases, they normally come from every kennel in town, as well as from individual dog owners whose dogs were not kenneled at all.  When the outbreak is over, they might not see another case for months.  

Can my dog be vaccinated to protect him against tracheobronchitis?

Yes!  Vaccines against parainfluenza and adenovirus type 2 (in combination with other vaccines) are routinely used as part of an adult dog's yearly check up.  Puppies are usually vaccinated for these in combination with distemper, hepatitis, and parvovirus in a series of immunizations. It is important to note that the vaccines that are used to prevent this viral disease are made from one strain of over 100 different strains of the virus and therefore are not as effective against some strains as others.  Some strains are not included in any vaccine, therefore, there is no prevention against them.  Intra-nasal vaccines are also available for Bordetella bronchiseptica (another cause of canine cough). 

Can My Dog Contract Canine Cough Syndrome Even If He's Vaccinated? 
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Yes it is possible to catch Canine Cough anyway but the chances are much less with vaccination and the severity of illness is greatly reduced if the dog with Canine Cough has received prior vaccination.  This is due to the fact that Canine Cough is often caused by several viruses and bacteria, only three of which (Bordetella, Parainfluenza and Adeno type II) are possible to vaccinate against. 

Helpful Link:   (also available on our website)

http://www.marvistavet.com/html/body_kennel_cough.html 
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