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Signs to look out for:

Because many owners have not experienced the signs of canine cough before, they often don't recognize that their dog may have it.  Also, because dogs are mischievous, they often get into things that may coincide with the start of the coughing caused by canine cough.   When we hear a coughing dog come into daycare, we may need to send them home, as it spreads very very quickly amongst playing dogs.  One dog coughing one week can lead to 10 or more coughing dogs the next week.  

Your dog's symptoms may start out with some minor throat clearing (which can go unnoticed by an untrained ear.)   Soon you may hear some sneezing and a few random coughs here and there.   Full-fledged hacking coughs usually seem to occur in the middle of the night!   It sounds like your dog has something stuck in their throat and is trying to dislodge it.  For this reason, you may want to keep some Robitussin DM in your medicine cabinet to be prepared for such an event.  Mixing it with peanut butter is usually quite pleasing to a dog if you cannot get them to take it otherwise.   

A 50lb dog can receive one Tablespoon of Robitussin DM for up to 8 hours.  Contact your veterinarian for proper dosage for your dog.  Giving your dog Vitamin C, Daily Vitamins (for dogs), or Pet Tabs may help your dog recover sooner.   Make sure they get plenty of rest.  If you notice they are no longer eating or drinking, are lethargic and seem to be worsening you will want to bring them in to see their vet.   Your dog can return to daycare ONE week after their last cough.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-

When to keep your dog home and let us know they are showing signs:

"My dog ate a lot of grass yesterday, and even though she is not known to have allergies, it is causing her to cough a little today.  It's okay to bring her to daycare right?"

NO, sorry.  If your dog hasn't previously been diagnosed with allergies you will want to watch her to see if her cough worsens.  Also watch for sneezing.  This may be the beginning of canine cough. 

"We barbecued the other night and afterwards our dog got into the grill.  He was covered in charcoal!  He has been coughing for three days now.   We still brought him to daycare today since we know what is causing the cough."

I'm sorry but we cannot let a coughing dog into daycare unless they have seen a vet and he/she has concluded that your dog does not have canine cough.

"My Lab got a little hungry yesterday while we were at work and decided to help himself to an afternoon snack.  The snack consisted of rocks that we had just added to our flower garden, one of which was of considerable size and could almost be classified as a boulder.  So THAT is why he is coughing today.   Can we bring him to daycare?

NO.  (But you may want to take a trip to the vets!)   Please let us know if his cough worsens so we can watch the other dogs.

**Your dog can't get into daycare fast enough and is pulling so hard he is coughing.  You have not noticed any previous coughing or any sneezing before this.**  

We will ask you to stay for a few minutes to wait and see if your dog coughs more when he is playing.  If he coughs a couple more times while unleashed we will ask that you take him home and to let us know if his cough continues and/or worsens.   
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